2025 NCAA Judging challenge Rules & Guidelines

1. The competition will last 4 weeks, beginning Tuesday, 18 November and final results will be available Tuesday, 16 December
2. Six routines will be posted each week on the NGJA website, one routine on each event.
3. Teams can access the site and click on the links to judge routines at any time
4. Routines can be viewed as many times as you like and reviewed in slow motion
5. Each team has until the following Tuesday, 2pm EST, to submit their routine scores
6. Teams will submit a D score and an E score
7. FIG Rules & NCAA Rules Modifications should be applied to all 
a. ALL NEUTRAL DEDUCTIONS SHOULD BE DEDUCTED FROM THE D SCORE.   HOWEVER, DO NOT TAKE ANY LINE OR TIME DEDUCTIONS.
b. FIG/NCAA Stick bonus should be added to the D score
c. Current FIG CoP Dismount rules apply for element groups (e.g. D = 0.4, F = 0.6, etc.).
d. FIG MTC Newsletters #1 and #2 apply.   That is, artistry is required for floor transitions, etc.     Rules which start 1 January 2026 do not apply, e.g. unique floor transitions are not required.
8. The US panel of judges consists of Dan Bachman and Butch Zunich
9. “Team scores” will be given for D and E score accuracy – see scoring below
a. Enter one D score as 4.7 not 14.7
b. Enter E score as total deductions. E.g. 1.9 not 8.1
10. Weekly team scores will be tabulated, and final team scores will be posted on the NCAA Challenge website
11. A maximum of 12 points will be awarded for each correctly evaluated routine based on deviations from the expert panel:   6 for D and 6 for E.
a. D score: 
· 0 deviation – 6 points
· +/- 0.1 deviation – 3 points
· > 0.1 deviation – 0 points
b. E score: 
· Deductions 0.0 – 0.9; up to +/- 0.1 deviation; 6 points
· Deductions 1.0 – 2.0; up to +/- 0.2 deviation; 6 points
· Deductions 2.1 or greater; up to +/- 0.3 deviation; 6 points
For each additional tenth of deviation one less point will be awarded.

12. All routine evaluations from the NCAA expert panel will be posted at ngja.us for everyone to review after results are published.

IMPORTANT NOTE:
For the NCAA Judges Challenge, the dismount element group will be as the FIG CoP states (i.e. A = 0.1, B = 0.2, C = 0.3, D = 0.4, E = 0.5, F = 0.6, etc.). Please note: The FIG TC is currently in discussions regarding the dismount EG and planning to cap the dismount EG at 0.5. This change will likely be be in effect starting January 1, 2026. Since nothing has been clearly decided at this time, we will continue to apply the dismount EG for the NCAA Judges Challenge as the code currently states. 

